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COOPERATION OF AMERICAN CHEMICAL SOCIETY 
WITH THE CHEMICAL SERVICE SECTION 

The following letter to Secretary Parsons, of the AMERICAN 
CHEMICAL SOCIETY, has been placed in our hands by Lt. Col. 
Bogert, of the Chemical Service Section, N. A., with a request 
for its publication in the belief that it will be of interest to 
the members of t he  AMERICAN CHEMICAL Soc~~T~.-[Editor] 

WAR DE~PARTMENT 
CHEMICAL SERVICE SECTION, N. A.  

Unit F, Corridor 3, Floor 3,  
7th and B Streets, N.  W. 

Washington, D. C. 
May 24, 1918 

Dr. Charles I,. Parsons, Secretary 
American Chemical Society 

Washington, D. C. 
DSAR PARSONS : 

There has just been placed on my desk a memorandum of a 
conference between you, representing the American Chemical 
Society, and Major Victor Lenher and Captain Frederick E. 
Breithut, representing the Chemical Service Section of the Na- 
tional Army. From this memorandum I note that a routine 
mode of procedure has been agreed upon whereby the American 
Chemical Society and the Chemical Service Section will cooperate 
in order to keep in touch with every available chemist in the 
country. 

May I take this opportunity to express to  you my sincerest 
appreciation of all that you have done to aid the Chemical Ser- 
vice Section. When, in February 1917, before the United 
States entered the war, you, with rare foresight, sensed the 
future course of events, and began the taking of a census of our 
chemists, few of us realized how speedily such a census would 
be needed nor how dependent we would be on your records for 
the successful prosecution of our work. 

The pxperiences and mistakes of France and England were 
known to us all. The sending of chemists to the line in a war 
which can be most accurately described as a chemical war, was a 
suicidal blunder which we. all hoped would not be repeated in 
this country. But this feeling on our part could have meant 
but little when translated into action, had we not had the 
necessary facts regarding the chemical man power of our coun- 
try. These facts you gathered, card-catalogued, and indexed in 

' a  manner which made immediately available precisely the data 
which were needed. 

In thanking you for this latest offer of cordial cobperation, 
I desire also to express my great pleasure in being able to be 
associated with you in an undertaking which must mean much, 
not only for the winning of the war b u t  also for the elevation 
of the chemical profession to its true status. 

One of our aims in the Chemical Service Section is the 
organization and maximum utilization of the chemical man 
power o f  the country for the general good. In endeavoring to 
realize this, your work is going to count more than any other 
single factor. 

Cordially yours, 
MARSTON T. BOGERT 

Lt. Col., Chem. Serv.. Sect., N. A. 

DU PONT FELLOWSHIPS 
The situation in regard to the supply of chemists and chemical 

engineers both for the present and for, the future has been giv- 
ing many industrial concerns a great deal of uneasiness. It is 
a well-known fact that the number of men studying chemistry 
and engineering in the advanced classes of all the colleges and 
universities is on the decline, due to the inroads made by the 
draft and by enlistments. The du Pont Powder Company, 
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one of the largest employers of chemists in this country, has 
been finding very great difficulty in obtaining a sufficient num- 
ber of experienced chemists to meet the requirements involved 
in the enormous expansion required to meet the situation brought 
about by the war. As one means of inducing young men to 
continue the study of chemistry, the du Pont Company has 
recently set aside a sum of money to establish fellowships and 
scholarships in a number of colleges and universities throughout 
the United States. The fellowships are intended for graduate 
students and have been offered to a number of the larger uni- 
versities which have strong and well-developed graduate schools 
of chemistry. The scholarships may be granted either to seniors 
or to graduate students and have been offered to a number of 
the best of the smaller schools which have the reputation of 
doing high-grade undergraduate work. The fellowships amount 
to $750 each and the scholarships from 6300 t o  $350. The 
money appropriated for the scholastic year 1918-19 has been 
offered to a list of forty-eight of the representative institutions 
of higher learning. 

The object of this plan is to promote the study of chemistry 
and to assist deserving students who have shown special apti- 
tude for chemistry to pursue further work. The scholarships 
and fellowships have been granted entirely without restriction 
except that they are to be awarded by the college authorities 
to advanced students of chemistry and it is hoped that the plan 
may prove an initial step toward the true spirit of coBperation 
between American educational institutions and industrial 
concerns. The du Pont Company feels that the accomplish- 
ment of these objects should materially assist in placing the 
manufacturing and commercial interests of the United States 
on a firmer basis. 

FOUR HUNDRED THOUSAND DOLLAR GIFT TO THE 
MASSACHUSETTS INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY 

At a recent meeting of the Corporation of the Institute, 
President Maclaurin announced a gift of $400,000 from an 
anonymous benefactor. The income of this fund is to be avail- 
able for the general purposes of the Institute during the war 
and thereafter is t o  be applied to the development of courses 
in chemistry and physics. 

It is a matter of the first importance in a school of applied 
science to develop the fundamental sciences of physics and 
chemistry as thoroughly as possible. The Institute has already 
a strong staff in these departments. 

A great group of the graduates of the chemistry department 
are now serving the country in the development of its chemical 
industries and in the prosecution of research with reference t o  
war problems, among this number being ten of the professors 
of chemistry who have been wholly relieved from regular aca- 
demic duties to devote themselves to the national cause. 

The building up of strong departments of physics and chem- 
istry a t  a school like the Institute of Technology which draws 
men in large numbers from all parts of the country is a matter 
of national importance. There is not only a great need for 
well-trained chemists and physicists to solve the vital problems 
of the war, but there will be a similar need in the industrial 
struggle that will come when peace is declared. The oppor- 
tunities presented by the war are being seized upon by alert 
Americans, and great chemical industries are being built up 
which will need the support of the most highly trained experts 
to carry them on successfully under the conditions that will 
later prevail. It is interesting to note that the rising genera- 
tion also recognizes the opportunity as evidenced among other 
things by the fact that out of 620 freshmen a t  the Institute of 
Technology this year, 160 are being trained for the profession 
of the chemist. 


